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Copy of the sick list of the Emma Eugenia Female Convict Ship
When Put
On Sick
List
1843
Nov 20
29
Dec 7
9

Name

Age

Quality

Disease or Hurt

When Put
Off Sick
List

Margt Williams
Hannah Hunt
Sophia Jacobs
M.A. Holder

29
24
27
36

Hepat. Chro.
Dyspepsia
Synochus
Rheumatis

Dec 8
Dec 15
Feb 28
Dec 28

10
11

Jane James
Caroline Hopkins

28
19

Diarrhoea
Diarrhoea

Dec 26
Dec 18

12
18

M.A.Golding
Jane Holland

25
42

Diarrhoea
Dyspepsia

20
Feb 5

Jane Tate
Hannah White

29
26

Single, Prostitute
Single, Prostitute
Mard, Servant
Mard, Shoe
Binder
Mard, Prostitute
Single,
Dressmaker
Mard, Servant
Mard,
Bonnet Maker
Mard, Servant
Mard, Tailoress

17

Jane Holland

42

Dec 27
1844
Jan 11
Jan 3
April 5
Hostipal
Feb 22

Ellen Tame
M.A. McDonald
Alice Moore
Martha Lewis
Jane Grady
Hannah Harley

18
21
22
23
March 9
23
26
April 1

Synochus
Gastritis Chro

20
15
25
30
24
34

Mard,
Bonnet Maker
Single, Furrier
Single, Hawker
Mard, Prostitute
Mard, Prostitute
Single, Prostitute
Single,Prostitute

Diarrhoea
Amaurosis
Hydrops Art.
Diarrhoea
Dyspepsia
Diarrhoea

Hannah Hunt

24

Single, Prostitute

Rheum Chro.

Elizth Hinton

25

Single, Labourer

Diarrhoea

Dyspepsia

How
Disposed
Of

Mar 1
April 2
March 17
Mar 1
Mar 17
April 5
Hospital
April 5
Hospital
April 5
Hospital

John Wilson / c /
Surgeon

Medical and Surgical Journal of Her Majesty’s Convict Ship Emma Eugenia between the
14th November, 1843 and the 14th April, 1844, during which time the said shop has been
employed in a voyage from London to Hobart Town, Van Diemen’s Land
Nature of
Disease

No.
of
Case

Men’s Names, Ages,
Qualities, Time when andThe History, Symptoms, Treatment, and Daily Progress of the
where taken ill, and how
Disease or Hurt.
disposed of.
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Hepatitis
Chronica

PA31079

1

Margt Williams
aet 29 Prostitute
Nov 20 1843
Woolwich
Dischargd cured

Headache depression of Spirits, loss of appetite, nervous
debility, costiveness, countenance dingy pale, eyes yellow,
skin doughy & dry. Dull pain in the right Hypochondrium,
extending to the shoulder. There is fullness in the region of
the liver, without hardness, and slight pain on pressure. These
symptoms are accompanied, now and then, by difficult
breathing & cough. A considerable time before conviction was
under treatment for a similar attack, in a Provincial Hospital.
For some years past has been in the habit of drinking freely
and otherwise living irregularly. Pulse quick & small.
Rx Jalapa Rad. Pulv.
Rhei Rad. Pulvis a.a. ↄfs
Hydrarg. Chloridi gr vi
Olei Menthae Pip. m ij HI ft massa in pilulas vi
dividenda Sumat ij hora decubitus, et primo mane sequenti
Magnesia Sulphatis ziij
Aqua Menthe pip. zifs
HI ft Haustus
22. The pills were repeated last night and the draughts this
morning. The latter to be repeated every three hours until the
bowels are freely opened.
24. The Bowels have been moved several times. The pills and
the draught as above to be given when necessary.
Rx Mass. Pilul. Hydrarg gr iv ft pilulae mane nocteque
sumenda
25. Pergat
26. Perstit
27. Ut heri
28. Ut antea
29. Mouth greatly affected – Omittr. Pilul. Hydrarg gr vi
Rx Acidi Nitrici dilut. m xx
Infus Aurentii z ifs
HI ft Haustus bis in die sumendus
31. Mouth sore, symptoms greatly relieved, bowels open,
Contr Haustus
2 December
Contr Haustus
3. Pergat
4. Perstit
5. Ut heri
6. Ut antea
7. Mouth tender, No pain or fullness in the region of the liver.
appetite improved. Cough & dyspnea have disappeared
8. Discharged cured

Dyspepsia

2

Hannah Hunt
aet 24 Single
Prostitute
Nov. 29/43
Downs
Dischd cured

Headache, loss of appetite and strength, pain & sense of
weight in the region of the stomach after eating, languor &
despondency, paleness of countenance, acidity, occasional but
not severe pain in the stomach. Slight exertion produces
fatigue & palpitation. Bowels slow. Tongue white. Pulse of
usual frequency, but languid. Restless nights, frightful
dreams, startings. For a considerable time before
“Conviction”, was want to live intemperately, “for days
together on biscuit and gin”.
Rx Magnesia Subcarb. zfs
Rhei Rad. Pulveris ↄ i
Zingiberis Pulv. gr v
HI ft pulvis, bis in die sumendus donec alvus soluta fit.(fuerit)
1. December. The Powder was repeated twice yesterday, and
the bowels were moved twice, Stools dark coloured slightly
offensive.
2. Listlesness and aversion to move. When questioned her
answers are accompanied by tears. The bowels are freely
open and the diet is carefully regulated.
The Powders to be repeated when necessary.
Rx Magnesia Subcarb zii
Rhei Rad. Pulvis zi
Tinct. Zingiberis
Cinnamom. Co. aa zfs
Aqua Menthae pip. zi
HI ft Mistura cujus sumat cochleare ij ter quotidie
3. Continr Mistura
4. Pergat
5. Although the greater number of the symptoms are already
much alleviated, she has still an aversion to move out of her
berth. Is compelled to be on deck every forenoon, weather
permitting. Bowels regular.
Contr Mistura
6. Complexion clearer, appetite improved, diet – Preserved
Mutton, Rice tc(etc?) Acidity occasionally troublesome.
Rx Infus Gentianae zi
Acidi Sulph. Dilute. m xij
HI ft Haustus mane nocteque sumendus. Contr Mistura
7. Cont Mistura et Haustus
8. Pergat
9. Perstit
10. Ut heri
12. Rapidly improving.
Cont Mistura tc
14. Pergat
15. Discharged cured.

3

Sophia Jacobs
aet 27 Married
Servant
Dec 7 at Sea
Dischd cured

On inspection of the Prison this morning at the usual time,
Jacobs, a well- behaved Mess woman was found in bed. She
has been unwell, it would appear, for three or four days
without making it known, thinking “it would wear off”. The
illness commenced by the patient being alternately chilly and
hot, with headache and thirst. At present there is great languor,
lassitude and despondency, aversion to motion and
disinclination to be questioned, flushing of the face &
throbbing of the temples, and sickness of stomach. Pain in the
back and limbs. Pulse quick, weak & irregular, bowels slow, a
whitish fur on tongue.
Rx Pulv. Rad. Ipecac. gr xv
Antim. Potass.- tartratis gr i

PA310780

Synochus

Synochus

PA310781

PA310782

3

Sophia Jacobs

HI ft pulvis emeticus statim sumendus
Rx Jalapa Rad. Pulv. –
Rhei R. Pulveris aa ↄi
Hydrarg. Chlorid. Gr vi
Olei Menth. Pip. m ij
Aquae q.s. ut ft massa in pilula ij dividenda Sumat iij hora
decubitus, Maneque,Sequenti.
Solut. Magnesiae Sulphatis, cum Antim. Potassio tartratis zi
2da quaque hora, donec alvus plene respondent.
Diet low. Drink, Rice Water, Lemonade tr.
8. The bowels have been moved several times, symptoms as
yesterday. Skin hot & dry, Pulse languid & irregular. Tongue
furred.
Rx Mistura Camphora ziv
Liquor. Ammoni. Anisat.? zii
Spirit Aether Nitra.
Vin. Antim. R. tartratis aa zfs
HI ft Mistura. Cochlearium amplum secondus horis
sumendum
9. The prominent symptoms today are headache, thirst, heat of
skin, the fur on tongue is of a darker colour. Two of the
aperient Pills to be given when necessary at night, and the
draught on the following morning. Daily sponging with
Vinegar and Water, sheets frequently changed, Bed pan
removed immediately after use.
Cont. Mistura Camphorae
10. Two large dark-coloured, offensive stools during the
night. The weakness is increasing, and when the patient is
moved there is a tendency to Syncope, almost total suspension
of the appetite for food. When asked how she is, the
invariable answer is, very well. Skin hot and dry, Pulse weak
& quick, thirst unabated. Drink is frequently offered to her
and all her wants are carefully attended to. When raised in
bed, the sense of sinking is induced, the breathing becomes
hurried, & accompanied by cough. Alvine and urinary
discharges immediately removed. Sponging continued.
Bedding frequently aired. Hospital thoroughly clean, dry &
well ventilated. Cont. Mist. Camphorae. Repetr Pilul.
aperients et Haustus pro re nata.
11. The debility increases, expression of the countenance dull
& listless, pupil dilated, tongue parched. The patient does not
complain of thirst but never refuses it when offered. Is unable
to turn herself in bed, says she has no pain nor uneasiness
unless has the cough which is occasionally troublesome.
Muttered incoherently during the night, when not disturbed
during the day is constantly dozing. ??? sobs? “let alone”.
Pulse small & rapid.
Cont Medicina & Medicament.
12. Increased delirium during the night, abating as the
morning advanced, & leaving the patient in a very low &
depressed state. Always feels refreshed after sponging.
Clothes dipped in vinegar & water to be applied to the head.
Drink is frequently presented to her, of which she always
partakes freely, although she never calls for it. Bowels open,
passes occasionally large dark-coloured feculent stools. Skin
hot and dry, pulse quick, small &irregular.
Omittr Mistura ut supra prescripta
Rx Misturae Camphorae zv
Vin. Ant. Potass.-tartrat.
Sp. Aethesis Nitrici aa zfs

Synochus

PA310783

3

Sophia Jacobs

Tincturae Opii zii
HI ft Mistura cujus sumat cochlearium amplum tertia quaque
hora.
13. Delirium during the night unabated, debility increasing.
Speech thick & indistinct. The teeth become foul, tongue red
at the edges, upper surface covered with a brownish crust.
Skin hot & dry, Pulse small & rapid.
Contr Mistura tc
14.Continues in a very depressed & utterly helpless state.
When lifted in bed for the purpose of shifting body or bed
linen, fainting is imminbly(spelling?) induced. Delirium during
the whole of the night. A table spoonful of Port Wine in gruel
to be given three or four times a day.
Contr Mistura tc
15. Scarcely any perceptible change since yesterday.
Debility and delirium are the most prominent & distressing
symptoms. The Port Wine to be continued together with
sponging & the cold applications to the head.
Continr Mistura
16. The patient continues in an exceedingly low & depressed
state, but apparently without losing ground. Skin, tongue &
pulse as before.
Omittatur Mistura, loco cujus, habeat Bisulphatis gr iij mane
nocteque
17. Symptoms as above. The quantity of feculent matter
passed by stool yesterday was unusually want of proportion to
the quantity of Sago taken.
Contr Omniae
18. There is not the slightest perceptible change. The patient
appears neither to gain nor to lose ground.
Contr Quinae Bisulphate pulvis & habeat Vini Rubei zii 4tis
quotidie
19. Pergat
20. Talks incoherently during the greater part of the night, &
dozes all day, but always gives a rational answer when
interrogated. The thirst is less urgent perhaps, but in other
respects there is no improvement.
Contr Omnia
21. Begins to relish the Port Wine in gruel or Sago, half a
bottle a day allowed. Debility and delirium unabated.
Rx Aqua Menthe. Pip. zi
Spititus Aetheris Nit. Zij
Tinct. Opii
m xxv
HI ft Haustus hora decubitus sumendus
Contr atera(athera?)
22. Pergat
23. When disturbed continues in a state of stupor, when
spoken to, however, she still returns rational answers. Has
once or twice called for wine & gruel.
Contr Omnia
24. Pergat
25. Perstit
26. The patient is so exceedingly low & depressed, that on
being lifted out of bed, this morning, she fainted, and
remained so long in a state of Syncope, that , for a
considerable time, she appeared about to expire. Pulse, tongue
& teeth as before, heat of skin natural. The sponging and the
cold application to the head to be discontinued. The wine to
be increased to a bottle in the course of the day. Contr
Haustus et Pulv. Quinae Bisulphatis.

Synochus
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Sophia Jacobs

27. Pergat
28. Pestit
29. Yesterday had frequent discharges of liquid feculent
matter by stool, on one or two occasions, passed involuntarily.
Passed a better night than usual and appears slightly revived
today. Relishes exceedingly some fine oranges procured at
Teneriffe for the use of the Irish, has taken in a little Soup
made from Fresh Beef with a little rice in it. Skin soft & of a
natural heat.
Continur Omnia
30. The debility is still extreme, but the delirium during begins
to subside. Skin soft, moist and cool. Pulse less rapid and
more regular.
Contr Omnia
31. Pergat
1. January 1844. With the exception of the debility there is a
marked improvement. She takes now and then, a little soup
made of Preserved Mutton. The tongue & teeth are cleaner,
the skin is moist, the pulse is regular, & the delirium has
abated. Omittr Haust.
Contr atera
2. Pergat
3. Continues slowly to improve. Is very desirous to have a
glass of Porter. Half a bottle of Port Wine and half a bottle of
Porter to be allowed daily. Contr Pulv. Quinae Bisulphatis.
4. Pergat
5. Perstit
6. Ut heri
7. Ut antea
8. Begins to gain strength tho’ slowly. Was propped up in her
bed yesterday for half an hour. The tongue & teeth become
cleaner. The pulse is regular but languid. Skin moist. appetite
improving
Contr Omnia
9. Pergat
10. Perstit
11. Ut heri
12. The patient was carried from the Hospital to the Poop
yesterday, and remained there, on her bed, for nearly three
hours. The exhaustion and the sensation of immediate
dislocation were very distressing. She soon recovered,
however, with the assistance of a little wine & water.
13. Passed a much better night than usual & is quite ready to
encounter the inconveniences of removal to the poop, in the
hope of ultimate advantage. Four glasses of wine & half a
bottle of Porter daily.
Contr Quinae Bisulphat.
14. Pergat
15. Perstit
16. Improves gradually & derives decided advantage from
being daily carried to the poop. She was able to continue on
deck yesterday from noon till about an hour before sunset.
Contr. Omnia.
17. Pergat
18. Perstit
19. Ut heri
20. Ut antea
21. Is not yet able to stand alone, but with the assistance of the
Hospital nurses can walk a few steps. Her general appearance
is much improved, and her strength & health steadily advance.

Synochus

PA310786

3

Sophia Jacobs

The Porter to be omitted. The Quinae & the wine continued.
22. Pergat
23. Perstit
24. Ut heri
25. Ut antea
26. Continues to gain strength daily, and the appetite rapidly
improves. Three glasses of wine a day and the Quinine as
formerly.
27. Pergat
28. Perstit
29. Ut heri
30. A large tumour is forming on the right side of the os
sacrum, her general health, however, is not in any way
affected.
Contr Vinum & Quinae Bisulphis
31. Pergat
1. Feby. The tumour is large & hard without heat or pain or
redness. In her present debilitated state it is not considered
necessary to confine her to the Hospital for the sake of
applying a discutient application. On this account, the tumor,
for the present, will be allowed to take its course.
Contr Vin. Rub. Et Quinae Bisulp.
2. Pergat
3. Perstit
4. The tumor increases slowly, her health, however, continues
steadily, to improve. She is able to with a little assistance to
walk from the Hospital to the Poop.
Contr. Vin. Rub. Omittr Quinae Bisulph.
5. Pergat
6. Perstit
7. Ut heri
8. Ut antea
9. The tumor becomes softer & larger, and another of a
similar character is forming on the opposite side of the
sacrum. A large oatmeal poultice to be applied and removed
three or four times a day.
Contr Vinum Rubrum
12. Fluctuation is quite perceptible in the larger tumor. Her
general health continues to improve.
Contr Vinum et
Cataplasm.
15. Larger tumor opened, and a great quantity of feculent
matter discharged. Abscess dressed with lint & simple
ointment. Poultice to be continued for two or three days.
Continr Vinum Rubrum.
18. Matter from the abscess on the left side passes into that on
the right, and the probe enters to its whole extent. A diagonal
opening to the extent of two inches across the Scarum was
made this morning. Both abscesses being thrown into one
externally. The treatment to consist of simple dressing &
pressure by means of a firmly stuffed pad, eight inches by
five, kept in place by a lightly applied roller.
Omittr Cataplasm. Contr Vinum.
21. The discharge which was very large at first, is, gradually
decreasing, and the improving state of the health has not, in
any way, been interrupted.
Contr. Curatic.
24. The discharge is nearly gone; & the patient is able to walk
about without displacing the pad. Cont.Curatic.
28. Discharged cured, but should there be room, allowed to
sleep in Hospital, remainder of the Voyage.

Synochus

4

M.A. Holder
aet 36 Married
Shoebinder
Dec 9 at Sea
Dischd cured

Severe pain, on motion, of the shoulder and elbow joints, and
pain in the back so acute, that she is quite unable, without
assistance to turn in bed. The pulse is full and hard, the tongue
white, the skin hot & dry, the bowels slow. Towards evening
the febrile symptoms are increased, & accompanied by
headache & thirst.
Mittatur sanguis e brachio @ zxv Sumatque statim
Extract. Colocynth. Co. gr x
Hydrarg. Chloridi. gr x
in pilulas ij dividend Primo mane sequenti
Rx Solut. Magnes. Sulphat. c Ant. Potass. tartratis zi tertis
horis donec alvus respondent.
Diet low.
10. The pills tc have acted three or four times.
Rx Pulv. Ipecac. Co. gr xij ft pulvis quarta quaque hora
sumendus, donec diaphoris adsit
11. Free perspiration during the greater part of yesterday and
in the evening the damp bedding was replaced by dry.
Quiescat
12. The pains in the joints and the back are greatly relieved
and the febrile symptoms have abated. Omittr Pulv. Ipecac.
Co.
Rx Mistura Camphorae ziv
Liquor. Ammon. Acitat. zifs
Vini. Ant. Potass. tartat zfs
HI ft Mistura cujus sumat cochlearia magna ter quotidie
14. The febrile symptoms have disappeared, and the pains are
nearly gone. Bowels slow. Omittr Mistura Camphorae pro
tempore, Sumatque Solut. Magnes. Sulphate. C. Ant. Potassio
– tartratis zi tertia quaque hora, donec alvus solutis sit.
15. Continr Mistura Camphorae ut antea
16. Pergat
17. Perstit
18. The febrile symptoms together with the pains in the joints
have disappeared. Pulse and other functions natural. To be
put on full diet. Omittr Mist. Camphorae. Quiescat
22. Discharged cured.

_______________
M.A. Golding
Married aet 23
Servant
Dec 12 at Sea
Dischd cured

__________________________________________________
Frequent discharges of liquid feculent matter by stool,
accompanied by flatulency, griping pains, together with a
sense of weight & uneasiness in the Hypogastrium, skin cool,
pulse regular.
Rx Solut. Magnesiae Sulph. c. Ant. Potassio-tartratis zi
bis ante meridiem, et hora decubitus.
Rx Specici pro Confect. Opii gr xv in pauscillo Decoct.
Hordie. Pediluvium in die.Diet, Rice, Sago. Drink, Barley or Rice Water.
13. The frequent liquid stools continue, as well as the griping
pains.
Rx Specici pro Confect. Opii gr xij ft pulvis tertia quaque
hora sumendus
14. Looseness & griping pains continue.
Omittr Pulv. Spec. Confect. Opii et Sumat statim Ol. Ricini zi
Rx Mistura Cretae zi
Tinct. Opii sy. xxv HI ft Haustus hora somni sumendus
15. The griping pains and the flatulency are less troublesome
but the looseness continues
Omittr Haustus
Rx Mistura Cretae zvfs

PA310787

Diarrhoea

PA310788

5

Diarrhoea

5

______________
Dyspepsia

_____
6
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M.A. Golding

Tinct. Catechu
zfs
Tinct. Opii
zij
HI ft Mistura cujus sumat cochlearia ij tertis horis
16. The griping pains and the flatulency have disappeared but
the looseness is unabated.
Contr. Mistura Cretae
17. Discharges by stool less frequent during the past night.
Contr. Mistura Cretae
18. Pergat
19. Perstit
20. Discharges of stool less frequent, and more natural in
appearance.
Contr. Mistura Cretae Cochleare i tertia quaque hora
21. Pergat
22. Perstit
23. Ut heri
24. Ut antea
25. Bowels regular. Stools natural in colour and consistence.
Omittr Mist.
Rx Quinae Bisulphat. gr iifs
Infus Auranti zi Solvi ft Haustus bis de die sumendus
26 Pergat
27. Discharged Cured.

Jane Hallard
Marrd aet 42
Bonnet Maker
18 Dec at Sea
Dischd cured

Irregular appetite, flatulency, acidity, giddiness, ringing in the
ears, restless at night, fatigue from slight exertion, heartburn,
pain in the stomach occasionally, depression of spirits.
Countenance dingy, pale, pulse languid, tongue white, bowels
slow. –
Rx Extract Colocynth. Co. gr x
Hydrarg. Chloridi gr ij
Ol. Menthe. Pip. m i
HI ft. pilula tertia quaque hora,sumendus donec alvus
respondeat.
19. Three stools, dark coloured and offensive. Acidity and
flatulency troublesome.
Omittr Pilula
Rx Magnes Subcarbon zfs
Tinct. Zingiberis
Sp. Aetheris Nitraci a.a. zfs
Aqua Menthe pip. zvij
HI ft Mistura cujus sumat cochleare amplum ter in die
20. Continr. Mistura
22. Pergat
24. Perstit
26. Weakness, want of appetite, spasmodic pains in the
stomach, anxiety & restlessness. Omittr Mistura
Daily exercise on deck enforced.
Rx Infus. Gentianae zviij
Tinct. Cinnamom. Co. zi
Ferri Muriat. zfs
HI ft Mistura. cochleare ij magna ter in die sumenda.
28. Continr Mistura
30. Pergat
/44
Jany 1. Perstit
3. Bowels, confined. Acidity troublesome.
Omitt. Mist.
Rx Magnes Carbonat. Zfs
Rhei Rad. Pulv. ↄi

Dyspepsia

6

Jane Hallard

Synochus

7

Jane Tate
Chief Hospital
Nurse
aet 29
20 Dec at Sea
Dischd cured

PA310790

Zingiber R. Pulv. gr v
HI ft pulvis bis de die sumendus donec alvus solutus sit.
4. All the symptoms are greatly relieved with the exception of
the weakness. Diet. Preserved Meat and Potato. Bowels
open.
Omittr. Pulvis
Rx Acidi Sulph. dilute. m x
Aqua Purae
zifs
HI ft Haustus ter quotidie sumendus
6. Contr. Haustus
8. Weakness now the prominent symptom.
Omittr. Haustus
Rx Quinae Bisulphatris. gr ij
Confect. Aromat. q.s. ut ft pilula ter quotidie
sumendus.
10. Appetite and strength greatly improved
11. Discharged from Hospital.
_____________________________________________
Rigors, severe headache, throbbing of the temples, thirst,
languor, despondency, nausea, vomiting, pain in back &
limbs. Pulse quick and small, skin hot and dry, tongue white,
bowels slow. The patient has been most attentive to Sophie
Jacobs, by day & night, turning her in her bed, lifting her out
of it, when necessary, giving her drinks, instantly removing
the stools tc. The symptoms, it will be seen are similar to
those of the latter, at the commencement of her illness. Diet
low, drink barley water dil.
Rx Ipecac. Rad. Pulv. gr xv
Antim. Potass. tart.gr i
HI ft pulvis emeticus, statim sumendus.
Post operationem Pulvis Emetici.
Rx Extract. Col. Co. zfs
Hydrarg. Chloridi gr vi
Ol. Menthe. Pip. m i
HI Massula in pilulae vi dividend. Sumat ji hora decubitus, et
primo mane sequenti. Solut. Magnesiae Sulphat. c Antim.
Potass. tartrat zi
21. The emetic operated well, the bowels have not been
moved.
Reptr Pil. Col. Co. ij et 2da? quaque hora Sumat Solut. Magnu.
Sulphat. c. Ant. Potass. tart. zi donec alvus plura respondeat.
22. The bowels have been freely moved. With the exception
of the headache, symptoms as above. Frequent sponging with
tepid salt water.
Rx Pulv. Ipecac. Co. gr xij ft pulvis 4tis horis sumendus
donec diaphoris adsit.
23. The patient is in a state of profuse perspiration, & has
been so during the greater part of the night, and although the
severity of the symptoms is evidently diminished, there is still
great depression of spirits, and in the want of her death, she
has this morning given directions about the disposal of some
trifling property.
Rx Mistura Camphorae ziv
Liquor. Ammon. Ant. Zij
Vin. Antim. Potass. tart.. aa zfs
IH ft Mistura Cochlearium magnum 2tis horis sumendum.r
24. Contr. Mistura
25. Passed a restless night owing to pain and sense of weight
in the region of the stomach. Omittr Mistura pro tempore et
sumat ol. Ricini zi

Synochus

7

Jane Tate

8

Hannah White
Married aet 26
Tailoress
Feby. 5./44
Hospital at
Hobarton

PA310791

Gastritis
Chronica

PA310792

4 p.m. Repetr.Mistura
26. The febrile symptoms have nearly subsided. Skin moist,
tongue cleaner, appetite improved, bowels regular.
Contr Mistura
27. Was able to be out of bed upwards of an hour yesterday,
and today appears to be rapidly improving.
Omittr Mistura
Rx Quinae Bisulphatis gr ij
Confect Aromat q.s. ut ft pilula mane nocteque sumenda
28. Contr Pilula
29. Pergat
Diet. Half allowance of Preserved Meat & Potato & Rice tc
30. Contr Pilula
31. With the exception of weakness feels quite well, and is
desirous to return to duty.
Quiescat
Jany 3/44 Discharged cured.
_____________________________________________
Loss of appetite, nausea & frequent vomiting after swallowing
liquids or solids, flatulency, heartburn, spasmodic pains in the
stomach, great depression of spirits, prostration of strength.
Pulse languid, skin dry, tongue clean, bowels slow.
The patient it appears, has been for a considerable time subject
to similar attacks and, since leaving the Downs, has been twice
under treatment in the Prison. When there is more than usual
motion in the vessel, the symptoms are reproduced or
aggravated. When ill she refuses everything but barley water
or gruel. From the state of the pulse, the tongue and the
appearance of the stools, it is not likely that there is organic
disease of the stomach.
Rx Hydrarg. Chloridi gr iij
Confect. Aromat. Q.s. ut ft pilula statim sumenda
12:30 P.M.
Rx Ol. Ricini zfs, tertia quaque hora donec alvus solutes sit.
6. Nausea, together with frequent vomiting and spasmodic
pains in the stomach. Bowels moved twice yesterday.
Omittr Ol. Ricin. et Pilula
Rx Succi Lemonis zfs
Potassae Subcarbon. ↄ i
Tinct. Zingiberis zij
Aquae Menthe. Pip. zi
HI ft haustus ter quotidie sumendus
7. Strong Breezes?? Motion of the vessel appears to have
aggravated the greater number of symptoms. The effervescing
draught is occasionally injected, & nothing else that has been
tried will remain on the stomach.
Contr Haustus additione –
Tinct. Opii m xv
8. The gale continues. Frequent vomiting, accompanied by
increased debility and despondency.
Contr Haustus.
Emplastrum Cantharidis amplum Epigastrio applicandum
9. The gale continues, but the blister, which rose well, appears
to have rendered vomiting less frequent, as well as to have
diminished the spasmodic pains in the stomach.
Continr Haustus minus Tinct. Opii m v
10. The Gale has moderated but a heavy sea is running.
Vomiting & pain of stomach greatly relieved, but there is
increased weakness, despondency & utter helplessness.
Retains on the stomach Rice, rice water, & gruel.

Gastritis
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Hannah White

Bowels confined,
Omittr Haustus
Rx Magnes. Carbonatis zfs
Rhei Rad. Pulv. ↄi
Zingiberis R. Pulv. gr v
HI ft pulvis tertia quaque hora sumendus donec alvus
respondent, nil non pro re nata ad hibendus
11. The Bowels have not been opened, she feels much better.
Repetr Pulv. ut supra prescripta
12. Bowels open. Vomiting has subsided and the sporadic
pain in the stomach is less frequent and severe, appetite
improves.
Omitr Pulv. Rhei Co.
Rx. Acid. Sulph. Dilute m x
Aquae Purae
zi
HI ft Haustus ter quotidie sumendus
13. Improving slowly.
Contr Haustus
14. Pergat
15. Perstit
16. Weakness and the want of appetite are the prominent
symptoms. The bowels are kept open by means of Pulv. Rhei
Co.
Omittr Haustus
Rx. Quinae Bisulphatis gr ij
Confect. Aromat. q.s.
ut ft Pilula ter in die sumenda
18. The symptoms are all very much relieved, but there is still
considerable debility & little inclination for anything save
Sago Rice, & a small quantity of Port Wine. Bowels regular.
Contr Pilul. Quinae Bisulphate
20. Pergat
22. Perstit
24. Ut heri
26. Is out of bed daily and able, now & then, to walk across
the Hospital. Diet. Half allowance of Preserved meat &
Potato, & three glasses of Port Wine daily.
Contr Quinae Bisulph.
28. Continues slowly to improve. Has not vomited for a
considerable time, and the sporadic pains in the stomach have
disappeared. Pulse, soft and languid, skin dry, tongue clean,
bowels kept regular by mans of the compound Powder of Rhei
barb, which answers the purpose better than any other aperient
that has been tried.
Contr Quinea Bisulph.
March 1. Pergat
2. Perstit
3. Strong breezes? and a high sea. The vomiting has returned,
but neither as frequent nor severe as formerly. The spasmodic
pains in the stomach are again troublesome.
Omittr. Pil. Quinae Bisulph.
Repetr Haustus Effervescens
Emplastrium Cantharidis amplum Epigaster applicandum –
Omittr Vin. Rub.
4. Continr Haustus
5. Pergat
6. Perstit
8. The vomiting has again subsided, and the pain in the
stomach is less troublesome. Omittr Haustus
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Repetr Pulv. Rhei Co. p.r.n.
Rx.
Acid. Sulph. Dilute. m x
Aquae Purae
zifs
Hi ft Haustus ter in die sumendus. Diet Rice Soup tc.
10. Continr Haustus
12. Pergat
14. Perstit
16. Is able to sit up & sew in bed, but complains, at the same
time, of weakness and loss of appetite.
Omittr Haustus Acid. Sulph. dilut.
Repetr Pil. Quinae Bisulphatis et Vin. Rub. ut antea –
18. Contr Pilula Quinae tc.
20. Sits up and sews the greater part of the day & is able to
walk across the Hospital with a little assistance. Spasmodic
pain of stomach has subsided. Diet. Half allowance of
Preserved Meats & potato.
Contr Pulv. Quinea Bisulphat. et Vin. Rub.
22. Contr Quinea Bisulph.
24. Pergat
26. Pestit
28. About noon yesterday it commenced blowing a Gale. The
vomiting and the spasmodic pain in the stomach, almost
immediately returned, the symptoms, however, than
formerly.(word left out?).
Omittr Pil. Quinea Bisulph. Vinum tc. Diet. Sago, Rice, tc.
Repetr Haust. & effervescum?
29. Contr Haustus.
30. Pergat
31. Perstit
April 1. Although the motion today is greater than at any time
during the Voyage, the patient is suffering less than on former
occasions. A little wine to be given with the Sago or Rice.
Contr Haustus.
2. No vomiting to-day & but little pain in the stomach. The
prominent symptoms are weakness & depression of spirits.
5. Discharged to Hospital at Hobart town

9

Ellen Tate
Single aet 20
Furrier
18 Feb at Sea
Dischd cured

Frequent liquid evacuations by stool, accompanied by
flatulency, a sense of weight & uneasiness, & frequent griping
pains in the lower part of the abdomen. There is, at the same
time, an accumulation of fluid within the capsular ligament of
the right knee.
Rx. Magnes Sulphat. Ziij
Aquae Menthe. Pip. zifs
solvi. ft Haustus statim sumendus
Rx. Specici pro Confectione Opii gr xv in pauxillo decocti.
Hordie hora somni sumend.Diet. Rice, Sago, Preserved Potato tc.
19. The frequent discharges by stool, and the griping pains are
unabated.
Rx. Mistura Cretae zifs
Tinct. Catechu
Tinct. Opii aa zii
HI ft Mistura cujus sumat cochlearia ij amplum tertia quaque
hora
20. The discharges by stool are less frequent, and the griping
pains have abated. Contr Mistura Cretae
Emplastrum Cantharidis amplum Genu dextra applicandum
21. The looseness and the griping pains gradually subside.
Blister on knee was well & discharges serum freely.
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Sumat Mistura Cretae cochleare i tertia horis
22. Contr Mistura Cretae
23. Pergat
24. Perstit
25. Ut heri
26. Discharges by stool natural in appearance and
consistency. The swelling of the knee joint has nearly
subsided.
Omittr Mist. Cretae.
Rx. Infus Rad. Gentianae ziij
Aurantii Ex. Zij
Tinct. Cinnam. Co. zi
Hi ft Mistura cujus capiat zi ter in die
28. Nearly well
Continr Mistura
March 1 Discharged cured

Amourosis

10

M.A. McDonald
Single aet 15
Hawker
21 Feby at Sea
Discharged

At the usual hour for seeing the sick this morning, McDonald
was led into the Hospital by one of her messmates, labouring
under a sudden attack of dimness of sight, amounting to
almost total blindness. The patient is one of the best behaved,
and most attentive of the schoolgirls. She is at school five
hours every day on the Poop, and is often unavoidably
exposed, when reading or writing, to the glare of the Sun. For
two or three days past she has been subject to slight headache,
but she was not aware till this morning at daylight, that her
eyes were, in any way, affected. The pupil is dilated, and of a
nebulous appearance, and is not affected by exposure to a
strong light. There is a sense of fullness in the eyeball, pain &
throbbing of the temples, together with the appearance of
?Motes/Blots? floating before the eyes. Bowels slow, pulse
and the functions natural.
Rx Ipecac. R. Pulv. gr xv
Antim. Potass. tartrat. Gr i
HI ft pulvis emiticus statim sumendus
Rx. Extract. Col. Co. zi
Hydrarg. Chloridi gr xij
Ol. Menthe. Pip. m iij
HI ft massa in pilulas xij dividenda. capiat ij hora decubitus
Rx. Solut. Magnes. Sulph. c Ant. Potass. tart. Zi
Primo mane sequenti sumendum.
22. Repetr Pil. Col. Co. et Solut. Magnes. Sulphat. ut supra
23. The patient is totally blind, and the pupil is not affected by
the action of the strongest light. One of her messmates is
excused from every other duty and is constantly in attendance
for the purpose of leading her about the vessel tc. The bowels
have been freely moved.
Emplastrum Cantharidis tempore utroque applicandum.
Rx. Pil. Hydrarg – gr v ft pilula omni nocte sumenda
Rx. Collyrii Zinci. Sulph. m ij ter de attend?
24. Free discharge of serum from the temples. Contr Pilul
Hydrarg.
25. Pergat
26. Perstit
27. Eyesight as above, the slight headache has disappeared as
well as the tension of the eyeballs.
Continr Pilula
28. Pergat
29. Perstit
March 1 Ut heri
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M.A. McDonald

2. The mouth is slightly sore Omittr Pilul. Hydrarg.
Repetatur Emplastrum Cantharidis temporitus, nil non, pone
ames
3. Mouth more affected. Blisters were well. Sight as before.
Rx. Magnes. Sulphat. zij
mane nocteque sumend.
5. Quiescat
4. Ut heri
5. Ut antea
6. Mouth continues sore
Quiescat
7. Ut heri
8. Gums less affected. Patient continues quite blind. No
change in appearance of the eye. Blistered parts on the
temples, & behind the ears nearly healed. Bowels open.
Quiescat
10. Mouth nearly well. Blistered parts healed
Quiescat
14. Mouth well. Appetite improved. General health good.
Eye as above. Bowels regular.
Rx. Hydrarg Chloridi gr xxiv
Confect. Aromat. q.s. ut ft massa in pilulas xij
dividenda. Sumat i omni nocte.
Emplastria Cantharidis temporibus et pone ames ut antea,
applicanda.
15. The four small blisters rose well. Contr Pilula
17. Pergat
19. Perstit
21. Ut heri
23. Blistered parts healed. Contr Pilula
24. No return of headache, pain & sense of fullness of the
eyeballs, or throbbing of the temples. Mouth sore.
Omittr Pilula
25. Mouth sore, breath highly tainted, without salivation.
Quiescat
27. Before the Prison door was opened this morning at the
usual hour, information was sent to me from the Hospital that
McDonald could see indistinctly. On going below, soon
afterwards, I found no alteration in the appearance of the eye,
and although she could not see sufficiently well to move or
sew, she had no difficulty in distinguishing the different
inmates of the Hospital.
Quiescat
28. Since yesterday the eye sight is slightly improved. Mouth
still sore without salivation.
Sumat Magnescia Sulphatis zi mane nocteque
29. The eyesight is daily improving. Quiescat
31. When visited this morning, she was sitting up in bed
employed sewing. Mouth less sore. Appetite good. Bowels
regular.
Quiescat
2. April. The Patient can now read & sew nearly as well as
before, the recent deprivation of sight, and her general
continues good. As the vessel came to anchor this day, off
Hobart Town, she is put off the Sick List , but directed to
sleep in the Hospital till the day of debarkation of the
Prisoners.

Diarrhoea
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Hannah Harley
aetates 24 Single
Servant
March 23
at Sea
Discharged to
Hospital at Hobart
Town

Frequent discharges of bloody matter by stool, accompanied
by occasional pains, together with a sense of weight &
uneasiness in the lower belly, nausea, vomiting, great
depression of spirits, emaciation & debility, exsanguineous
countenance, thirst, dry & harsh skin, Pulse quick & small.
The Patient during the preceding part of the voyage had two
slight attacks of Diarrhoea, both of which readily yielded to
the usual treatment. It appears she had also two attacks of the
same complaint in Millbank Prison, as well as a severe &
protracted one in Shrewsbury Jail. The principal Medicines
required for the treatment of this complaint were expended
some time ago and the third half pint of Tincture of Opium,
made on board, is now in use.
Rx. Ipecac R. Pulv. ↄi
Ant. Potass. –tartrat – gr i
HI ft pulv. emeticus s.s.
24. Symptoms as above continue unabated. Diet. Rice, Sago,
plain soup.
Rx. Olei Ricini zfs statim sumendus
4 P.M.
Rx Tinctura Opii zij
Infus. Sim. Lini. zviij
Mistura de qua sumentur cochlearia dua secunda quaque
hora
25. Bloody discharges continue, complete loss of appetite,
increased anxiety, depression of spirits, and emaciation.
Countenance sallow & sunken. Occasional delirium during
the night, tendency to involuntary evacuations. Two sets of
bedding are employed, parts of which are always being
washed or aired. Felt greatly refreshed by a warm Salt Water
Bath this morning which is ordered to be continued morning
& evening.
Contr Mistura
R. Tincture Opii m. xxx
Aquae Menth. pip. zi
HI ft Haustus hora decubitus sumendus.
26. Low muttering delirium at intervals during the night.
Continues to feel revived by the warm Bath. Thinks she feels
somewhat better, but the debility and sense of sinking are still
very distressing. There is not any perceptible difference in the
frequency or appearance of the stools. Pulse quick & small.
Continuentur Mistura Haustus et Balneum Calidum
27. Passed a tolerably good night without delirium. Stools
less frequent, skin moist, thirst less urgent, pulse softer & less
frequent. Drinks freely rice or barley water which is
abundantly supplied.
Contr Omnia
28. Pergat
29. Slept the greater part of the night, and this morning is
evidently better. Stools less frequent & offensive. Appetite
improved, skin moist, thirst less troublesome, no nausea
sickness or vomiting. The warm Bath to be continued once
daily.
Contr Haustus et Mistura
30. Passed a good night and today complains only of the
weakness. To have a little soup made of Preserved Mutton,
and one glass of Port Wine daily. The stools are less bloody
and begin to assume a more natural appearance in colour &
consistence.
Omittr Haustus, Contr Mistura tertia quaque hora
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31. Rested well during the night. Appetite improving daily.
Stools slightly tinged with blood, less frequent & otherwise
more natural in appearance.
Omittr Balneum Calidum
Contr Mistura
1. April. Sleeps well. Appetite improving, continues to gain
strength daily, and is able to sit up occasionally in bed.
Contr Mistura
2. Pergat
3. The vessel anchored off Hobart Town a little after noon
yesterday. The Patient requested & highly relished soft bread
& milk. Sits up during the day, & is able with assistance to
walk across the Hospital.
5. Discharged to Hospital Hobart Town.
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A Nosological Synopsis of the Sick Book kept during the Period of this Journal, in
conformity with the 30th Article of the Surgeons’ Instructions.

Pyrexiae
Ord. I. Febres.
Internulleates Quotutiana
Tertiana
Continua Synochus
Typhus

Ord. II. Phlegmasiae.
Phlogosis
Pneumonia
Rheumatismus
Cynanche
Bronchitis
Opthalmia
Gastrict. Chr.
Hepat. Chr.

1

Ord. III. Exanthemata.
Variola
Rubeola
Erysipelas
Vaccina

Ord. IV. Haemorrhagiae
Haemoptysis
Phthisis incipiens
Phthisis cosfirmata

Ord. V. Profluvia.
Catarrhus
Dysenteria

Neuroses.
Ord. I. Comata.
Apoplexia

Ord. II. Adynamiae.
Dyspepsia

Ord. III. Spasmi.
Asthma
Diarrhoea
Cohea

Ord. Iv. Vesaniae.
Amentia
Mania

Cachexiae.
Ord. I. Marcores.
Tabes

Ord. II. Intumescentiae.

2

3

Anasarca
Ascites
Hydrothorax
Hydrops Genu

1

1

1

1

Ord. III. Impetigines.
Syphilis
Scrophula
Icterus
Scorbutus

Locales.
Ord. I. Dysaethesiae.
Amaurosis

1

Ord. II. Dysorexiae.
Ord. III. Dyscinesiae.
Ord. IV. Apocenoses.
Gonorrhoea

Ord. V. Epischeses
Ischuria
Obstipatio
Dysuria

Ord. VI. Tumores.
Aneurisma

Ord. VII. Ectopiae.
Hernia
Prolapsus
Luxatio

Ord. VIII. Dialyses.
Vulnus
Uleus
19
15
4
11
NOTE.—Medical Officers are desired particularly to Notice that the Numbers in each Disease and the general
Total must not only correspond with the Sick Book, but also with the particulars contained in the several
Nosological Returns for the period.

GENERAL TOTAL

GENERAL REMARKS
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John Wilson
Surgeon Superintendent
At daylight on the 13th & 14th November 1843, one
hundred & seventy Female Convicts were embarked at Woolwich from Millbank Prison.
With the exception of seven or eight who had been recently ill of Diarrhoea, their general
health was good. A reference to the Sick Book will show that the health of nearly all
continued good from the day of embarkation in England, to debarkation in Van Diemen’s
Land, a space of upwards of five months, or one hundred & fifty three days. Three only of
the nineteen cases, were accompanied by danger. Sophia Jacobs, Jane Tate & Hannah
Harley. Diarrhoea was the prevailing complaint throughout. Scarcely a day passed without a
case, but when instantly attended to, the disease was easily & speedily removed, without
confinement to bed, or admission to the Hospital. When the complaint made its appearance,
the usual practice was the exhibition of half an ounce of Sulphate of Magnesia in two doses,
or an ounce of Castor Oil in a similar manner, followed at bedtime, by twenty grains of
Specics in Confectione Opii, or a dose of chalk Mixture with Tincture of Kine & Opium.
A month before our arrival at Hobart Town, all the Aperient, as well as the Astringent
Medicines, were expended. In addition to the eight ounces of Tincture of Opium allowed,
three times eight ounces were made on board and expended in the treatment of looseness. In
the treatment of Diarrhoea Specics pro Confectione Opii was found an excellent remedy, the
short time it lasted, and I am inclined to think it will always prove most valuable in a Female
Convict Ship. Three times the usual allowance, in this instance, would have been of the
greatest service. From first to last, there was nothing bearing the slightest resemblance to
scurvy.
The Sick were visited twice a day regularly, and often more frequently. During a
Gale, the Prison & the Hospital were inspected four or five times a day. When the weather
permitted the usual routine on board was as follows. The Prisoners were allowed to be on
deck from Sunrise to Sundown. 7.A.M. Windsails up, Scuttles, Ventilation, & Hospital Stern
Ports open. Beds /32/ & Bedding of four messes in succession, were aired daily on the Poop.
8.a.m. Breakfast 8:30 A.M. Commenced cleaning lower deck. The space opposite each
Mess was given in charge of and daily cleaned by the two Mess women, in the first place
sweeping clean, and then by the application of course woollen clothes dipped in water &
thoroughly wrung. Scraped occasionally. Especial care was always taken that not a
superfluous drop of water was used. Except during a Gale, the Prison was as clean, dry, and
well-aired as any Prison on shore. Vinegar, Chloride of Lime, or Hanging Stoves were never
required. The abomination of Dry Holy stoning was carefully avoided, and ever will be, until
?? can be perceive the difference between the atmosphere of a Dry Holy Stone Ship, and a
Sheffield Dry Grinder Workshop. 10. A.M. Visited sick and afterwards carefully inspected
Hospital & Prison, daily turning up the whole of the Bottom Boards. 4.P.M. Visited sick &
inspected Prison. The leading features of the System pursued throughout were unremitting
attention when sick, constant employment when well, & unceasing Surveillance. When the
vessel arrived at Hobart Town, there were three cases in the Hospital, Chronic Gastritis,
Chronic Rheumatism, & Sanguineous Diarrhoea. Sophia Jacobs continued in a state of
distressing debility, accompanied by low muttering delirium, upwards of three weeks. The
discharge from two large abscesses on each side of the Spine in no way retarded recovery.
Jane Tate the Principal Hospital Nurse appeared to owe her attack of fever to constant

attendance on Sophia Jacobs. Hannah Harley had a protracted attack of Diarrhoea in
Shrewsbury Jail, besides one or two attacks in Millbank Prison. M.A. McDonald. This case
is marked Amaurosis because the Symptoms appeared to indicate the disease, but her
complete recovery renders designation (of) this more than doubtful. Ellen Lane, along with
Diarrhoea, had Hydrops Genu, and here as well as in the case of Alice Moore, the latter
disease readily yielded to the application of blisters. Jane Grady. This case is marked
Dyspepsia in the absence of a more appropriate designation. The patient had led a very
irregular life for several years and was nineteen times in jail before conviction. Her present
illness appeared to be the consequence of her jumping over board half way between the Cape
& Hobart Town. She had handcuffs on at the time, as a punishment for striking and
wounding the Chief Officer. About fifteen minutes afterwards I caught her by the hair about
half arm’s length under water. Of the four cases sent to the Hospital Chronic Gastritis
/White/ & Sanguineous Diarrhoea /Harley/ were discharged cured five or six weeks
afterwards. Chronic Rheumatism /Hunt/ at the expiration of four months remained. Diarrhoea
/Hinton/ after one or two relapses died in Hospital.
John Wilson /c/
Surgeon

