
Succeeding in the regular 
economy: 

marriage as an arbiter of success 
Sarah Guest (my great-great-great-grandmother) 

was born on Norfolk Island, in 1792. 
Her parents, George Guest (1st Fleet convict) and Mary 

Bateman (2nd Fleet convict) married on N.I. in 1790. 
 

By 1806, the Guests had settled in Hobart Town, 
 where Sarah marries 

 Thomas William Birch in 1808. 
 

 Sarah remains in Hobart for her adult life, marrying 
Edmund Hodgson, in 1823. 



. 



 When 20-month-old Mary Guest dies in 1804, Sarah Guest was 12 and 
her brother, George was 10. William was born in 1804 and John in 1805.  



 
 
Commandant Phillip Gidley King, on his return to Norfolk Island from 
England in November 1791, established a school.  From King’s second 
journal he writes:  
  
“Soon after I returned to this Island, a School House was built, and a 
  Careful Woman was appointed to take charge of, and instruct the 
  Children; among whom are several who have been deserted by their 
  parents, and left a Burthen to the Island.”  
  
It would be interesting to know who the careful woman was but, 
unfortunately, there is no record of her name. 
 
KAVHA Research and Information Centre 
Norfolk Island 2899  
 



  In May, 1808 
  A whaler, named DU BUC, 
  Sails into Hobart Town. 
  Thomas Birch, Ship’s Surgeon, 
  Steps ashore to settle as 
  A merchant and shipowner. 
 
September 1808:  the marriage between Thomas William Birch and 
Sarah Guest takes place. Sarah is 16-years-old and her husband is 34 
years. 
 
Samuel Birch is born in 1809 but this first son, later in life, is described 
as having a weak intellect and “of imbecile mind”. 
 
Ann Riley Birch is born in 1811 and dies the same year. 
 
However, the family increases and thrives: 
1812 William, 1814 Sarah, 1816 Eliza, 1818 Henry and 1820 George. 



This information is from the  Australian Dictionary of Biography, 
Volume 1, (MelbUniPress), 1966 
 
Thomas William Birch was one of three surgeons in Hobart Town, but he  
did not practise to any extent in the colony. 
 
Not long after his arrival  in 1808, he had the schooner Henrietta Packet, 
60 tons., built. He purchased the brig Sophia, 120 tons,  and James Kelly 
was its captain for six years. The brig was employed in whaling and 
sealing and as the only local vessel available, was often chartered by the 
government… Birch employed twenty-six men in the whale fishery, and 
was the first Tasmanian to enter this field. 
 
As a merchant Birch brought out many cargoes of goods at considerable 
profit and exported whale oil and sealskins. He and other merchants 
complained… about the heavy duties charged on imported spirits and 
the charge of £2 a ton on whale oil cleared through Hobart.  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/about-us/


In 1820, Birch told the Commissioner, John Bigge, who was  enquiring 
into colonial activities, that  in 1815 he discovered Port Davey, and that 
Kelly in a  whale-boat, discovered Macquarie Harbour, where he named 
Sarah Island in honour of Mrs Birch; … Birch was given the sole right for 
a year to cut Huon pine there, the first to exploit this trade. 
Birch's Inlet at Macquarie Harbour and Birch's Bay, near Woodbridge, 
were named after him.  



Birch built for himself the colony's finest brick house, which was leased 
on occasion to both Lieutenant-Governor William Sorell and Governor 
Lachlan  Macquarie. This house was built by 1816 and boasted a flat 
roof with battlements, where two cannon kept watch over the Derwent, 
for Birch declared that, if the French should appear, he would give a 
good account of himself, even if the government did not. 
 
Birch had a grant of land at Richmond and acquired many more acres at 
Hollow Tree, Jericho, Cambridge and Lovely Banks. He was a regular 
contractor for meat to the commissariat. 
 
In public life, Birch served in 1818 as a member of the Lt-Governor's 
Court, and was commended for his promptness in provisioning his ship 
to send it in pursuit of bushrangers (who had seized the “Young Lachlan” 
from Hobart).  
 
He died suddenly on 1 December 1821 at the age of 47, leaving an 
estate  (worth about 40,000 pds) the subject of dispute until 1854. 
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    1825:  Sarah’s father, George Guest, opens the Seven Stars Inn,  
                 located in Campbell Street, Hobart Town. 
 
 
    Sarah starts another family in Hobart: 
               1825   Charles  Alfred, 
               1826   Fanny,  
               1828   Ann Jane, 
               1830   Edmund Irton, 
               1831   Frederick Rampley, 
               1834   Walter  
 
 
    1829:  Sarah’s  mother, Mary Guest, passes away; she had been an  
                 inmate of the New South Wales’ asylum in Liverpool.  







Birch’s estate included a 100-acre farm, at South Hobart, which John 
Foley (Folley), who arrived from Norfolk Island in 1808, had sold to 
T.W. Birch  in 1811. The Chief Justice finally gave an order for sale in 
March, 1840; the farm was subdivided into 74 lots . Sarah purchases six 
of the lots, forming an L-shaped block of over four acres at the corner of 
Anglesea and Davey Streets and extending to Darcy Street. This is where 
Sarah, by 1847, builds a mansion as a rental property at Holbrook Place 
(now Davey Street).  

Islington Hotel , 321-323  Davey Street. 





Hobart Guardian, or, True Friend of Tasmania  
                                                                                              Wednesday, 27th September 1848 
LOCAL NEWS . 
 
HODGSON V. HODGSON.—The decision in this Equity case was given by the Judges of  
the Supreme Court on Monday last. These are the facts of what has been long  
considered a never-ending matter (from August, 1845).   
 
Mrs. Birch, on the death of her husband, received by a decree of the Supreme Court  
upwards of £9,000, as a third of her late husband's personal estate. 
 
On marrying Mr. Hodgson she executed an assignment giving over this property to pay  
her husband's (Hodgson) debts... She afterwards appeared in Court to sanction the 
paying over of two sums  amounting  to about £6,000 to Mr. Hodgson's creditors.  
 
The present bill was filed by her nearest friend  (George Birch, her son) on her behalf 
against her husband and the  creditors. Their Honors decided, that the assignment 
deed, in consequence of undue influence, coercion and misrepresentation in its 
execution, should be cancelled, as well as  the two settlement deeds, and that Mrs. 
Hodgson should receive the residue of the money in Court, about £3,000, to her sole 
use, the creditors not to refund what they had received, but Counsel to be heard on 
the subject as to who should pay costs. 



. 

03 July, 1849:  Edmund Hodgson departs for California 
                                on the ship, William Melville. 





Macquarie House (with brick chimney) still stands behind 
        a brick façade at 151 Macquarie Street, Hobart. 



             END OF     
       PRESENTATION 


